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by the chiefs of Karauli and Jaisalmer respectively ; the Tonwar, which
once ruled in Delhi : and the Jadeja, to which the rulers of Cutch and
Navanagar in the Bombay Presidency belong.

The Agnikulas or Fire tribes are supposed to have been brought
into existence by a special act of creation of comparatively recent
mythological date. The earth was overrun by demons, the sacred
books were held in contempt, and there was none on whom the devout
could call for help in their troubles. Viswamitra, once a Kshattriya,
who had raised himself to be a Brahman, moved the gods to assemble
on Abu ; four images of dubh grass were thrown into the fire fountain,
and called into life by appropriate incantations. From these sprang
the four clans: the Paramara or Ponwar, the Chaluk or Solanki, the
Parihar, and the Chauhan. The chiefs of Bundi, Kotah, and Sirohi
belong to the last named.

Of the various Rajput clans enumerated in 1901, the Rathor stood
first with 122,160; the Kachwaha second with 100,186; and the
Chauhan third with 86,460. Then followed the Jadon clan (74,666),
the Sesodia (51,366), the Ponwar (43,435), the Solanki (18,949), and
the Parihar (9,448). The Rajputs are, of course, the aristocracy of
the country, and as such hold the land to a very large extent, either
as receivers of rent or as cultivators. By reason of their position as
integral families of pure descent, as a landed nobility, and as the
kinsmen of ruling chiefs, they are also the aristocracy of India; and
their social prestige may be measured by observing that there is hardly
a tribe or clan (as distinguished from a caste) in all India which does
not claim descent from, or irregular connexion with, one of these
Rajput stocks. The Rajput proper is very proud of his warlike reputa-
tion, and most punctilious on points of etiquette. The tradition of
common ancestry has preserved among them the feeling which permits
a poor Rajput yeoman to hold himself as good a gentleman as the
most powerful landowner of his own clan, and superior to any high
official of the professional classes. But, as a race, they are inclined to
live too much on the past and to consider any occupation other than
that of arms or government as derogatory to their dignity; and the
result is that those who do not hold land have rather dropped behind
in the modern struggle for existence, where book-learning counts for
more than strength of arm. As cultivators, they are lazy and indiffer-
ent, and prefer pastoral to agricultural pursuits; they look upon all
manual labour as humiliating, and none but the poorest classes will
themselves follow the plough. Excluding the 34,445 who are Musal-
mans (mostly in the western States), the Rajputs are orthodox Hindus,
and worship the divinities favoured by the sect to which they happen
to belong. Their marriage customs are strictly exogamous, a marriage
within the clan being regarded as incestuous, and in this way each